Path breaking interdisciplinary work in psychology, economics, and political science are leading scholars to re-conceptualize human behaviour beyond the model of homo economicus. This research has important implications for the ways in which we understand environmental governance. In particular, how to design institutions to effectively manage resources and address environmental problems. This proposal seeks to explore the ways in which cutting edge research developments in the study of institutions, environmental politics, psychology and behavioural economics can be applied to questions about environmental governance and institutional design. In particular this research will focus on 'consumption governance' and environmental resource management. Departing from the standard assumption of utility maximizing behaviour, this work will address ways in which non standard preferences (e.g. self control problems, altruistic concern for others), overconfidence, and systematic biases in decisions-making can be used to more accurately understand human behaviour with respect to why and when institutions fail to produce pro environment outcomes and even at times, give rise to further pathological behaviours, with negative consequences for the environment. In order to explore these topics I will present preliminary results from case studies and interviews and suggest hypotheses to be tested in future work.
